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Correlation of Raw Conners' Scores and Family
Characteristics in General Population of Primary School
Children

Najafi, N: MD', Khoshdel, A; MD2, Mokhtari, F; MD3, Lankarani, M.M; MD?#, * Assari, SH; MD®

Abstract:

Background: Although, association of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and some family characteristics
has been reported, less attention has been focused on the correlation between raw Conners' scores and
family characteristics in general population. While higher raw Conners' score indicates more possibility of
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, detection of such correlation highlights the need for screening of this
disorder in some families. Aim of this study was to assess the possible correlation of raw Conners' scores
and family characteristics in general population of primary school children.

Materials and methods: In this cross sectional study, parent's and teacher's Conner's questionnaire and
a checklist containing family variables was administered to 1000 primary school children who were randomly
selected from all primary schools in Shahrekord, in 2002. 819 subjects entered the study.

Results: Raw Conners' scores were correlated with history of referral of father to psychiatrist, long absence
of father from home, history of change in job of father, job of parents, educational level of parents, history of
legal problems of parents, smoking of parents, drugs addiction by parents(p<0.05). There were no correlation
between raw Conners' scores and history of referral of mother to psychiatrist, history of referral of siblings
to psychiatrist, long absence of father from home or living together of parents (p>0.05(.

Conclusion: According to the results of this study, screening of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder is
recommended in those children whose father have history of referral to the psychiatrist, have long absence
from home, with a history of change of job, or with parents with some jobs, with low educational levels, with
history of legal problems, smoking or drugs addiction.

Keywords: Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, family Characteristics, primary school children
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